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ALPINE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Alpine City Hall, 20 North Main, Alpine, UT 

October 10, 2021 

 

I.  GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

A. Welcome and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairwoman Jane Griener.  

The following were present and constituted a quorum: 

 

Chairwoman: Jane Griener 

Commission Members:  Alan MacDonald, John MacKay, Ethan Allen, Ed Bush, Troy Slade,  

Excused:   

Staff: Austin Roy, Jed Muhlestein, Marla Fox 

 

 B.  Prayer/Opening Comments: Troy Slade 

 C.  Pledge of Allegiance: John MacKay 

 

II.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Public Comment 

 

III.  ACTION ITEMS 

 

A. Public Hearing – Ordinance 2021-19 Electronic Signs 

The city has received complaints about new electronic message display signs installed at Westfield Elementary and 

Alpine Elementary.  To reduce the impact of these signs, it is proposed that the code be amended to further restrict 

the hours of operation of these signs. 

 

Austin Roy said the new signs at the Westfield Elementary and Alpine Elementary are very bright and we are 

discussing new proposed language.  City Councilman, Greg Gordon, made this suggestion:  Electronic message 

displays shall only be illuminated or active during the following times: 

 

1. From an hour before to an hour after school instruction period begins and ends, 

2. From a half hour before to a half hour after an after-school event begins and ends. 

 

Ed Bush said in the old ordinance it states that the lights had to be turned off at 8:00 pm. 

 

Jane Griener opened the Public Hearing.  There were no comments and Jane Griener closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Ed Bush said the new signs look larger than 4 X 6.  Austin Roy said they shouldn’t be larger than that but said he 

hasn’t personally measured them. 

 

Austin Roy said these signs are like high-definition TV where they can put a lot up on them.  Some of the Planning 

Commission members wanted to know how these were even allowed and if it were too late to do something about 

them.  Austin Roy said they are already installed. 

 

Alan MacDonald said these hours proposed are pretty restrictive where working parents wouldn’t even be able to 

see the messages. 

 

Ethan Allen said a distracting sign in front of a school is not ideal.  Alan MacDonald said he agrees that the signs 

should not be bright, but they are not useful if parents don’t see the messages. 

Ed Bush said these signs are extremely bright. 

 

Jeff Davis said his recommendation is to keep it the way it is so the residents can read the messages.  He said to just 

come into compliance with the brightness and lumens. 
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Ed Bush said no one knows if the school is obeying this ordinance.  There are many school activities in the evening 

and the easiest way to handle this is to control the hours of operation.  He also said the signs could be good during 

covid time to get information out. 

 

Jane Griener said it didn’t seem like we were currently following the ordinance and maybe we should table this until 

we find out more information. 

 

MOTION: Commission Member Ed Bush moved to table the discussion of Ordinance 2021-19 until we get further 

information on whether we are following the ordinance as written. 

Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  There were 7 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below).  The motion passed.  

 

Ayes:     Nays:        

Ed Bush     None 

Alan MacDonald 

Ethan Allen 

John MacKay 

Jane Griener 

Troy Slade 

Jeff Davis 

 

B. Plat – Olde Moyle Mound PRD Plat C 

Austin Roy said the Olde Moyle Mound PRD consists of 9 lots on 8.78 acres.  The development is located partially 

in the CR-20,000 zone and partially in the CR 40,000 zone.  Olde Moyle Mound has been approved as a Planned 

Residential Development (PRD).  Plat C is the last phase of the Olde Moyle Mound Subdivision and consists of the 

remaining 2 lots on 2.37 acres. 

Austin Roy said in November of last year (2020), this plat went from 10 lots to 9 lots.  Austin Roy showed on a map 

the layout of the plat showing where the homes will go and where the open space is.  He said the reason for the PRD 

was to preserve the hillside area and to create some open space. 

Jane Griener asked if there was any plan for the open space. 

Jed Muhlestein said this plat was required to give twenty five percent of open space but does not require what they 

must do with that. 

Ed Gifford, developer, said the lots are 20,000 square feet.  He said they have improved the open space with grass, 

scrub oak, and a tennis court.  He said the HOA takes care of the property and it is well maintained. 

Lon Neild said they also have a quarter mile trail as well. 

Jed Muhlestein said they need to meet the water policy for the final phase. 

MOTION: Commission Member Alan MacDonald moved to recommend that Olde Moyle Mound PRD Plat C be 

approved with the following condition: 

1. Water policy be met. 

John MacKay seconded the motion. There were 7 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below).  The motion passed.  

Ayes:     Nays:  

Jane Griener      

Alan MacDonald      

John MacKay 
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Ethan Allen 

Ed Bush 

Troy Slade 

Jeff Davis 

  

IV. COMMUNICATIONS 

Alan MacDonald said the apple slushie stand at the Burgess Fruit farm is a problem on the bend in the road.  He said 

cars are parked everywhere, kids are opening doors, crossing the street with cars driving 45 miles an hour.  He said 

if this is going to continue next year, he suggests the city require some sort of requirements for this. 

 

Jane Griener said the Burgess family has sold the property and the new owner is planning to install new parking off 

street around the back.  She said at a bare minimum, we soy no parking on the west side of the road so people don’t 

have to cross the street.  She said she has brought this up to the mayor because she has had complaints about it and 

she’s worried there is going to be a bad accident. 

 

Austin Roy said this is a conditional use and we have the power to make restrictions.  He said he will talk to the City 

Attorney about it. 

 

Alan MacDonald said the owner doesn’t want something bad to happen, but we as the city need to do something 

about is as well to protect the people going there. 

 

Ed Bush asked about the Peterson home on Eastview Lane.  He said there have been complaints about a very large 

indoor tennis court and wanted to know if it met the code. 

 

Austin Roy said the plans have been reviewed and it does meet the code.  He said the lot is unique because the home 

is built way to the back, up higher on the hill, so it seems really tall.  He said if anyone complains, let them know it 

does meet code. 

 

Troy Slade asked about a fence being built on High Bench Road that is tall in the front yard.  Austin Roy said as 

long as they have a ten-foot setback they can have a tall fence in the front.  He said he personally went out and 

measured this fence and it meets code. 

 

Austin Roy said the Planning Commission went on a field trip to look at height issues.  He asked if anyone had 

changed their mind about height issues since then.   

 

Jane Griener said she would like to look at lots that slope down vs. lots that slope up, and lots that slope to the side.  

She said she didn’t know how you could write an ordinance to cover all the lots the same. 

 

Ethan Allen said he would like to talk about super-size accessory buildings.  Austin Roy said he talked to an 

Attorney who said you could craft an ordinance to limit the size of accessory buildings. 

 

Alan MacDonald wanted to know what the outcome of the field trip was.  Ethan Allen said he thought the ordinance 

was mostly working right. 

 

Jane Griener said we could look at writing an ordinance that covers the three different types of lots coupled with a 

size restriction. 

 

Ed Bush said there was discussion about using finished grade vs. natural grade.  He said this is a hard thing to do 

when development changes the grade of the lot. 

 

Ethan Allen said if we had a size restriction, we would have some oversite on it. 

 

Austin Roy said the next Planning Commission meeting would be on November 16, 2021 

 

V. APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES: Minutes will be approved at a later date. 
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MOTION: Ethan Allen moved to adjourn the meeting.   

 

Alan MacDonald seconded the motion.  There were 7 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below).  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Ayes:     Nays:  

Jane Griener    None 

Alan MacDonald 

Ed Bush 

Ethan Allen       

Troy Slade 

John MacKay 

Jeff Davis 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m.   


