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ALPINE CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING  
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

 
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Troy Stout welcomed everyone to City Council meeting. 
  
Roll Call: Carla Merrill, Jason Thelin, Greg Gordon, Jessica Smuin, Lon Lott  
constitute a quorum  
 
Staff: Shane Sorensen, Austin Roy, Chief Reed Thompson, Bonnie Cooper, Jane Griener, Hyrum Bosserman, Craig 
Hall, excused Chief Brian Gwilliam 
 
Others: Kami Burgess, Cody Smith, Bob Chatfield, Rob Robinson 
 
Prayer:   Carla Merrill 
Pledge:   Lon Lott 
 
II. WORK SESSION: GENERAL PLAN – Moderate Income Housing Element 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
 
Mayor Troy Stout asked Shane Sorensen, City Administrator, what the council would be covering in the work session.  
Shane Sorensen said at the last City Council meeting the transportation element of the General Plan was discussed.  
He said staff has taken the suggestions from council and will be bringing it back to the council. He said tonight Austin  
Roy, City Planner, would be covering moderate-income housing. 
 
Austin Roy said with the council adopted the moderate-income housing element to the General Plan last year to be  
compliant with the state.  He said the state’s definition of moderate-income housing is “housing occupied or 
reserved for occupancy by households with a gross household income equal to or less than eighty percent (80%) of 
the median income for households of the same size in the county in which the city is located.” 
 
For the purposes of this element, this definition is further refined to include the 
following income categories: 

A. Moderate Income: 51% – 80% of the county median income 
B. Low Income: 31% - 50% of the county median income 
C. Very Low: 30% or less of the county median income  

 
Austin Roy said Utah Municipal Code Chapter 10-9a-403-B-iii requires each city to: 1) provide an estimate of the 
need for the development of additional moderate-income housing within the city, and 2) to provide a plan to provide 
a realistic opportunity to meet estimated needs for additional moderate-income housing if long-term projections for 
land use and development occur. 
 
State law requires each city to:  

• Consider the Legislature's determination that cities shall facilitate a reasonable 
opportunity for a variety of housing, including moderate income housing; 

• Meet the needs of people desiring to live there; and 
• Allow persons with moderate incomes to benefit from and fully participate in all aspects 

of neighborhood and community life. 
 

He said these number come from the census bureau and then they have a projection for 2024. Lon Lott asked when 
will the 2020 census be available. Mayor Troy Stout said they may not be accurate. Shane Sorensen said April 30th 
the 2020 Census will be available.  
 
Austin Roy said the city’s existing moderate-income housing we have had to keep better track. He said the city only 
has to have three elements identified and indicated. He said the city has to show we are progressing.  He said the city’s  
goal is promote moderate income housing that meets the needs of those desiring to live in Alpine. He said the city’s  
four policies are as follows: 
 

• 1.1  Allow accessory apartments within owner-occupied dwellings throughout the City 
• 1.2 Allow senior housing units to be built in more dense clusters to reduce costs of living. 
• 1.3 Preserve existing moderate income housing. 
• 1.4 Provide a mortgage assistance program for employees of the municipality or of an 
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employer that provides contracted services to the municipality.  
 

Mayor Troy Stout said he wanted to have a discussion about detached outbuilding as an apartment. He said if we 
are going to be compliant with the state we may have to look at that. Austin Roy said staff has gone around town 
looking for duplexes and fourplexes and counting any multifamily units. He said the city wants to encourage them to 
continue. He said the city wants to provide a mortgage assistant program, we looked to other cities to see what they 
were doing, and we only found West Valley City. He said West Valley City has offered an incentive program for 
officer to live within their city. Jessica Smuin, City Council member, asked how the city measures moderate income 
housing and can the city offer an incentive program such as help with utilities.  Greg Gordon, City Council Member, 
said the city does not discourage the units but the city does not encourage them either.  Austin Roy said what the state 
is asking for is very vague but as of right now this is at the city’s discretion. Shane Sorensen said the property owner 
could sell that fourplex and a large home could be built. He suggested the city could send out a letter to thank them 
for having these units. Jessica Smuin asked if someone did take a unit down could they put in a high-density apartment 
building. Shane Sorensen said they would need to meet code for that area of the city. Lon Lott, City Council member, 
said the property owner could get an exception or the city could create a nonconforming section to that ordinance.  
 
Austin Roy said the mortgage assistant program West Valley City does is something similar to what the city wants 
to do. He said it is called a Residency Incentive program. 
 
RESIDENCY INCENTIVE 

• Officers can apply and be approved for $10,000 to purchase a home in West Valley City. 
• Officers can apply to receive $165/month for 5 years for living within West Valley City. This option is 

renewable every 5 years. 
• Officers can be approved for both incentives, but must stay employed and living within West Valley City 

for 5 years. 
 
Mayor Troy Stout said West Valley City must want their employees to stay close to West Valley City. Austin Roy 
said the language the city has adopted in policy 1.4. (Provide a mortgage assistance program for employees of the 
municipality or of an employer that provides contracted services to the municipality). Lon Lott said if there is an  
incentive to bring an employee of the city or public safety district the council should consider it. Jessica Smuin  
asked what about local schoolteachers. Carla Merrill, City Council member, said for teachers it would not be the  
same. She said teachers are hired by Alpine School District and not Alpine City. Lon Lott asked if there was going  
to be a cap on how many and a budget for this. Mayor Troy Stout said the city will need to have a budget for that.  
Jessica Smuin asked if the  
incentive is budget driven. Greg Gordon asked if this is mandated by state law and what happens if the city does not  
meet this. Austin Roy said the city would be used as the example in a bad way throughout the state. Mayor Troy  
Stout said we do not have control over property values in Alpine.  
 
Carla Merrill asked if the third bullet point is an either/or on the Residence incentive program. She asked if the 
employee is committing to stay with the city for five years and if there was something the city could do different.  
 
Jason Thelin said it may be beneficial for the City Council to see the same list that the Planning Commission looked  
at to come up with the 4 policies. Jessica Smuin said she remembered when she was on Planning Commission  
sending more than just the 4 policies. She said they made a list and ranked them and sent them on to the City  
Council to make the final decision. Shane Sorensen said he remembers when David Church was the city attorney  
going through the list with the council. Jason Thelin suggested for those on the council that have not seen the list to  
be able to look at it. Austin Roy said he would get a list out to the council. Lon Lott asked if the council wants to  
modify the city policy again and include another one, the city simply must have four of the options. Shane Sorensen 
said he was not sure the four policies that are in front of us tonight two of them are from the same menu items. He  
said the state adopted this three years ago, but the states are different from the city policies. 
 
Austin Roy asked if the council was in favor of 1.1 (Allow accessory apartments within owner-occupied dwellings  
throughout the City). Mayor Troy Stout asked if the homeowner has 5 acres could they build an adjacent house. Lon 
Lott said could the city make the setback and height restrictions. Jessica Smuin said we have 30’ high pool houses 
with 10-foot setbacks. Shane Sorensen said with these accessory buildings the height is limited to 20 feet the side  
set back in most of the city’s zones is 10 feet and the rear set back is 15 feet. He said this is measured to the ridge 
line not to the midpoint. He said the ordinance allows the homeowner to go up to 30 feet, but they need two more  
feet of additional setback for every additional foot of height above 20 feet.   
 
Shane Sorensen said something to consider that the city not have one in the basement and one behind in an 
accessory building. He said a homeowner could essentially have three families on one property instead of two. Mayor 
Troy Stout said the city has to think about parking and crowding of streets because there are more people. He said  
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there are other ramifications that come with this in trying to comply and enhance the affordable housing options. Greg  
Gordon said this is not always an ideal housing because the accessory buildings tend to not have the same insulation  
or quality type of building as the main home. Shane Sorensen said the city historically has opposed this concept of 
accessory apartment dwellings. He said the city is now dealing with several requests a week for a pool house to have 
a bathroom, a kitchen, a loft, or to have a bedroom/guest house. Mayor Troy Stout said not all properties are up front 
about their intentions. Shane Sorensen said the city has a definition of a guest house owner.  He said the only time the 
city approves one is when someone comes to Planning Commission and the homeowner’s lot is five acres or more. 
Austin Roy said some people add a guest home by a common wall of a breezeway that is connected the main home to 
be in compliance. He said it cannot be more than 25% of the main floor to be an accessory apartment. Shane Sorensen 
said if it is a basement apartment it can be the entire basement floor.  
 
Jason Thelin asked what is the end objective of this work session. Shane Sorensen explained that staff wanted to know 
if the council was happy with the way the moderate-income housing element was written. He said the city had a 
deadline to adopt the three menu items, now they need to be implemented. Jason Thelin asked if 1.4 had been added 
since this part of the General Plan was adopted. Shane Sorensen said yes and since the policies were adopted does the 
council want to change any of the policies. He also said how would the council like to implement the policies. Austin 
Roy said such as the mortgage assistant program, does the council want to set up a budget with an X dollar amount.  
Mayor Troy Stout said does this meet the guidelines from the state. Austin Roy said we are actively required to show 
that the city is progressing to have moderate incoming houseing. He said how many applicants will the city allow per 
year. Mayor Troy Stout asked staff and the council if the policies and goals currently meet the need and if we left it 
as is does it address the state recommendations. He asked if we need to add detached dwellings to meet the state 
guidelines. Austin Roy said every year the city is required to show a progress report. He said if the city cannot show 
any improvement year after year that is going to be a problem. He said it will be hard to argue that the city is doing 
something actively to promote moderate income housing. Greg Gordon said the state is not requiring the city to have 
detached dwellings. Mayor Troy Stout asked council is it enough that the city is encouraging apartments, accepting 
them, and promoting them. He said if the answer is yes, then he thinks the council should leave the policies alone. He 
said the council should not have to change ordinances to accommodate growth. He said a lot of residents moved here 
because Alpine does not have high density. Jason Thelin asked if the council wanted to take one of the items off since 
the state only requires three. Shane Sorensen said that the ordinance was adopted in October 2019. Jason Thelin said 
his concern is if the city has four policies the state is going to want to see improvement in all these items. He said the 
council needs to make sure we pick three and show how the city is going to work on them. He said if our city does not 
provide a mortgage assistance program that might make our city look bad. He asked does the council want to remove 
any of them. Greg Gordon asked if policy 1.4 could be removed and keep it for later. Mayor Troy Stout said he likes 
policy 1.4 because if the city cannot meet the other policy items at least item 1.4 is something the city can work 
towards. He believes it will help our city retain good employees. Lon Lott suggested taking it off the list but continue 
working on it and develop more fully an application process etc. and meet the other policies. Mayor Troy Stout said 
policy 1.4 may require the most amount of work but could end up being the most rewarding.  Jason Thelin said it 
might not be possible. He asked what kind of budget would need to be created to allow a couple of officers to live in 
Alpine based on property values here.  Mayor Troy Stout said it would be a subsidy. He likes the idea of our own 
officers living in our city.  
  
III. CONSENT CALENDAR  
 

A. Approve City Council minutes of February 23, 2021 
B. Bond Release 10 – The Ridge at Alpine Phase 3: $152,231.73 
C. Bond Release 2 – The Ridge at Alpine Phase 4: $86,149.55 

 
Motion: Lon Lott moved to approve the consent calendar with the changes he made to the minutes of February 23, 
2021. Greg Gordon second the motion. There were 5 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
      Ayes   Nays 
      Carla Merrill  
      Greg Gordon 
      Lon Lott  
      Jason Thelin 

Jessica Smuin      
        
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT   
 
Hello, 
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The City Newsletter mentions a public hearing regarding Large Animals Zoning Ordinance changes, however I 
can’t find any details on what the proposed changes are. 
Can you please provide the proposed amendment details? 
Regards, 
Liv Gheciu 
 
Austin Roy said the proposed changes will be located on the city website this Friday March 12, 2021 at alpinecity.org.  
 
V. REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

A. Introduction of new employee Tommy Youngblood 
 
Shane Sorensen introduced Tommy Youngblood as the new city code enforcement officer. He said Tommy 
Youngblood has been working with the city for three weeks, he is Ted Stillman’s replacement. Tommy said he is 
from Midway and has worked in Park City in code enforcement and public events. Mayor Troy Stout said he is 
excited that someone can help with Alpine Days events and are really glad to have him join the city.  
 
Shane Sorensen introduced Kami Burgess an Alpine resident, our Alpine Days chair and would love volunteers. 
Kami Burgess said she has been on the Alpine Days committee since 2012. Mayor Troy Stout thanked her for being 
willing to take this job on. 
 

B. Financial Report 
 
Shane Sorensen reported the budget still looks good. He said the city’s sales taxes were up14.5 % from last year at 
this time.  Lon Lott asked if the city was going to have any issue with the short fall on the roads. Shane Sorensen 
said city is covered for all road projects. Mayor Troy Stout asked about chip seal and other road projects, when 
would they be started. Shane Sorensen said staff is hoping to be doing that project by August and hoping for July. 
Mayor Troy Stout asked about the map for road repairs for the city website. Shane Sorensen said staff will be 
working on the website, the projects are subject to change.   
 
VI. ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Ordinance No. 2021-06: Accessory Building Setback Exception Criteria 
 
Austin Roy said on January 5, 2021 the Bingham, Cushing, and Strong families spoke during the public comment 
portion of the Planning Commission meeting. They felt an amendment was needed to the accessory building setback 
exception ordinance and the maximum allowed height for structures receiving an exception. He said the Planning 
Commission discussed the item and told the residents they would hold a public hearing and put this on the agenda 
for the upcoming meeting.  
 
Austin Roy said the Planning Commission held a public hearing for the proposal on January 19, 2021, and 
recommended that the proposal be denied through the following motion:  
 
MOTION: Ed Bush made motion to recommend that the Accessory Building Setback Exceptions be denied as 
proposed and that the ordinance be left as is. Sylvia Christiansen seconded the motion. There were 5 Ayes and 2 
Nays (recorded below). The motion passed.  

Ayes    Nays  
Sylvia Christiansen  John MacKay  
Ed Bush   Jane Griener  
Ethan Allen  
Alan MacDonald  
Troy Slade  
 

Austin Roy said on January 26, 2021, the City Council reviewed the proposal and decided that the City ordinance 
needs to be amended. He said the item was sent back to Planning Commission to draft language to allow for 
increased height and to allow structures to be built in an easement if they are moveable.  
 
MOTION: Jason Thelin motioned that the council send back the proposal to the Planning Commission instructing 
them to do two things: one,  look at the allowable height for accessory buildings and determine if a height of 12-feet 
6-inches would be acceptable in Alpine City and two, determine if movable accessory building would be allowable 
with in the setback and easements of a property. Greg Gordon seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 1 Nays, 
as recorded below. The motion passed.  
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Ayes    Nays  
Lon Lott   Carla Merrill  
Jessica Smuin  
Greg Gordon  
Jason Thelin  
 

Austin Roy said the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed ordinance again at the February 2, 2021, meeting 
and decided to table the item:  
 
MOTION: Alan MacDonald moved to table this issue until further review of these issues:  
1. Incorporate height amendment of 12 feet 6 inches or 13 feet;  
2. Consider incorporating a 2-foot setback;  
3. Consider appropriate language for movable buildings that can be moved within 24 hours or a fine;  
4. Building have no power, gas, water, mechanical running to it;  
5. Staff consider legal ramifications of encroaching on a city easement and the process for a resident to get a sign 
off from the city and utility company.  
 
John MacKay seconded the motion. There were 6 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below). The motion passed.  

Ayes:                            Nays:  
Sylvia Christiansen  
Ethan Allen  
Alan MacDonald  
Troy Slade  
John MacKay  
Jane Griener  
 

Austin Roy said on February 16, 2021, the Planning Commission continued discussion on the item and reviewed the 
changes that staff made based on feedback from the previous meeting. He said a recommendation of approval was 
made to the City Council:  
 
MOTION: Ed Bush moved recommend the Accessory Building Setback Exception be approved with this exception:  
1. Move number 7 and 8 to be conditions under number 5 easement encroachment.  
 
John MacKay seconded the motion. There were 6 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below). The motion passed.  

Ayes:                             Nays:     
 Ethan Allen  

Ed Bush  
Alan MacDonald  
Troy Slade  
John MacKay  
Jane Griener  

 
Austin Roy said the City Council discussed this item at the February 23, 2021, meeting. He said the Council agreed 
upon a new height of 12 foot 6 inches and a new minimum setback of 2 feet for accessory buildings that meet the 
conditions of an exception. He said the Council however decided to table the item until a few more details could be 
worked out, including allowing electrical in an easement, additional exceptions for a structure located adjacent to a 
non-residential property, and how to address an easement with no utilities in it.  
 
Motion: Greg Gordon motioned to table ordinance 2021-06 until the next City Council meeting (March 9,2021). 
Jason Thelin seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Ayes    Nays  
Greg Gordon  
Lon Lott  
Jason Thelin  
Carla Merrill 

 
Austin Roy said the new language that is different in the ordinance from the last meeting is italicized: 
d. Side and Rear Setback - Interior Lot Line. Accessory buildings shall be set back not less than fifteen (15) feet 
from the rear lot line and ten (10) feet from the side lot line, except that no a two (2) foot minimum rear or side 
setback shall be required when all the following conditions are met: 

i. The accessory building is located more than twelve (12) feet from an 
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existing dwelling on the same or adjacent lot; 
ii. The accessory building contains no openings on the side contiguous to 
the lot line; 
iii. No drainage from the roof will be discharged onto an adjacent lot; 
iv. The accessory building shall be constructed of non-combustive 
materials or have fire resistive walls rated at one (1) hour or more; 
v. The building will not be placed on land designated as a recorded 
easement, such as a utility or trail easement, unless the owner(s) of said 
easement agree(s) to allow the encroachment. Documentation of the 
agreement shall be provided to the City 
; and 
(1) When utilities are present in an easement, the building shall not 
require permanent attachment to the ground and can be moved 
or relocated within 24 hours. Fines shall be issued for buildings 
that cannot be moved within 24 hours. 
(2) The owner acknowledges that they bear all costs of moving a 
building, including damage to the property, in the event an 
easement needs to be accessed. 
vi. The building will not be taller than ten twelve (1012) feet six (6) inches 
to the top of the roof line.; 
vii. The building will not exceed 200 square feet in size 
viii. The City Council may grant additional exceptions to the above 
conditions if the accessory building will be located adjacent to a nonresidential 
property. 
 
 

Austin Roy said in the last meeting Alpine resident Ron Robinson brought in two examples from two utility 
companies and how easy it was for a homeowner to obtain permission from a utility company if they are not using 
the easement. Austin Roy said if the homeowner can get those signed off then the city should allow the accessory 
building.  He said in condition v. comes first and then the sub-bullet points (1) and (2) come next. He said the 
process is more on the homeowner and the utility companies. Greg Gordon suggested having a zero setback on a 10 
foot height maximum. Greg Gordon asked if the city wants to take on that burden to take on all that paperwork that 
will come with the homeowners getting the easements vacated. Austin Roy said the city law is more restrictive than 
the state law. He said the state law is less restrictive and do not care about setbacks. Jessica Smuin asked if this 
would be just part of a check list and what is the implementation for staff. Austin Roy said when the homeowner 
comes in to get a building permit the checklist would be included in that. He said the extra work would end up being 
a burden on the city but would be necessary. He said even with the utility companies’ permission it is still up to the 
city to approve. Greg Gordon asked for clarification on movable sheds.  Austin Roy said some sheds are on skids 
and can be moved. He said if there is a sewer line that breaks, the city would need to get to it. He said if the 
easement belonged to the city, the city would have to sign off on that. Hyrum Bosserman said this ordinance drafted  
is more restrictive, the city also has a code enforcement officer going out and citing those that do not comply. He 
said he would check with other cities. 
 
Hyrum Bosserman said if the homeowner has proper documentation from the utility companies, he thinks that is 
sufficient. He said he knows Murray City and South Jordan asked for the easement form to come straight from the 
utility companies. Greg Gordon asked does the city need to focus on city easements more than the utility easements. 
Hyrum Bosserman said if the city owns the easement for water or sewer, the city may need further language to have 
something in there about city easements. Carla Merrill said if the shed did not conform to our city policies is there 
anything to protect the people who brought this up in the first place. She said the city has spent a lot of time on this 
and if the council does not pass something will these people still have to conform or take down their shed. Hyrum 
Bosserman said any new or newer subdivision would affect these lots or any public easement.  
 
Ron Robinson  
22 Pheifferhorn Dr 
Ron Robinson said when Austin Roy put in the language from dirt below to with dirt below. He said if there is 
something below then a homeowner cannot build on top of it. He said if it is just going to be dirt then the utility 
companies will give permission. it could be active or inactive easement. He said if the easement is active, they will not 
do it. He said the utility companies gave him an example such as the Day Break subdivision.  
 
Austin Roy said we are putting the burden on the homeowner and then the city will sign off on it. He said if there is 
an active item on the easement, the city may still let them build if the utility company will let them build on it. Greg 
Gordon suggested leaving the part of the ordinance in that says no setbacks for a 10-foot-high shed because the city 
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already has many of them. He said the city can make the sheds subject to the other points in the ordinance, so they do 
not have to meet the two-foot setback. Lon Lott said the shed would still be the 200 square foot limit in size. 

       
Greg Gordon made a motion and there was more discussion following. Jessica Smuin asked if the motion addressed 
the easements. Greg Gordon answered that the ordinance would contain all the other points mentioned the motion 
contains an addition. Austin Roy said the homeowner would still have to meet conditions i-viii.  Jason Thelin asked 
in number viii if the language was standard to what the city says on other exceptions.  Shane Sorensen said the general 
exception clause in the subdivision ordinance specifies planning or engineering reasons.  Jason Thelin asked if any 
accessory building or shed butts up to no-residential property or commercial property even on one side of it then an 
exception can be given or would that still come to the City Council. Austin Roy said an exception would always go 
to City Council on a case-by-case situation. He said the staff meet every Monday morning in DRC (Development 
Review Committee) which consist of Jed Muhlestein, City Engineer, Shane Sorensen, Austin Roy, and Chief Reed 
Thompson. Shane Sorensen said the council could specify the City Engineer to be the only one to grant the exceptions, 
but we do meet as a committee and make decisions together. He said the committee like to consult with each other, 
but it always starts with the City Engineer then goes to the City Planner or the Planning Commission with City Council 
having final say. Jason Thelin asked if utilities outside of the city approve of it do you see a logical reason why Alpine 
would not approve it after. Lon Lott said if it met all the other criteria. Jason Thelin wondered if the city could block 
someone building a shed even after the homeowner got the utility easements signed off.  He asked if the city could 
have a check list of things that have to be done and if so then it will be approved. Shane Sorensen said Jason Thelin 
brings up a good point, an exception clause as written is very general so you may have someone say their shed is 203 
square feet instead of 200. He said he like the idea of having some criteria like exceptions could be granted for setback 
alone, for the shed to be a little higher or something like that. Mayor Troy Stout said he does not want to start a slippery 
slope where we did this last time, and the exception becomes the rule. Shane Sorensen said we could create a list in 
the future that we can add to or take away. Mayor Troy Stout said he would like to put in percentages that could be 
deviated by the exception as opposed to just having it an open game.  Lon Lott said making an exception criteria list 
as part of when people come into get the permit. Jason Thelin asked if a homeowner has a moveable shed can they 
place it on an easement if they do not have permission for the utility companies even if it is moveable within 24 hours. 
Austin Roy answered no. Austin Roy said the city is adding stipulations it is going to be a burdensome process. Austin 
Roy said the city ordinance right now is simple and straight forward and, in many ways, less restrictive. Lon Lott said 
homeowner interpret what they are going to do on their own and simply do not think they need any kind of building 
permit. He said this states that every building will need a building permit. He said now if it costs anything or not if it 
meets the criteria we are talking about then if it is under the 200 square feet, they can build it in their back yard.  Jason 
Thelin said one reason why this came up is because the city did allow people to put temporary structures on easements. 
He said the city would let people come in by a case-by-case basis as they are putting a shed in. He said now this is 
why the city is rethinking this. He asked if this means we are no longer allowing this on a case-by-case basis. He said 
in one of the first meetings the city had with the three neighbors who that brought this to us, they said they has talked 
to Austin Roy and that they are allowed on a case-by-case basis. Austin Roy said the families were referring to specific 
city easements where the city has granted on a case-by-case basis. He said sometimes we have homeowners that will 
want to put a fence, retaining wall or shed on a city easement, the city would grant these only on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Shane Sorensen said the state code says easements are recorded to give public utilities the ability to put something in 
if needed. Jason Thelin said v. 1) gets the city to sign off on the encroachment document and v. 2) the owner 
acknowledges all costs of moving the building including damage to the property. He said at this point the 
homeowner can build a permanent structure with v. 2). Austin Roy said the homeowner would still have to follow v. 
1) too the way it is drafted. Jason Thelin said he understood the way number v. 1) was drafted says if the utilities are 
present that takes a place if there are no utilities then utilities actually present under the ground and they have the 
encroachment documentation signed off then they move to v. 2). Hyrum Bosserman said v. 2) applies in either 
circumstance whether it is permitted or not. Shane Sorensen said in v. the building will not be placed on land 
designated as a recorded easement, such as a utility or trail easement, unless the owner(s) of said easement agree(s) 
to allow the encroachment. He said he thinks that is a general statement for everything and then there is the two sub 
points below. Jason Thelin said the v. 1) specifically says:(1) When utilities are present in an easement, the building 
shall not require permanent attachment to the ground and can be moved or relocated within 24 hours. He said he 
thinks that is saying when utilities are present meaning they have an easement there and right now there is a conduit 
underneath that easement for electrical issue or whatever. He said he assumes that is what happens when an 
easement where utilities are present and when utilities are not present is how he read v. 2): (2) The owner 
acknowledges that they bear all costs of moving a building, including damage to the property, in the event an 
easement needs to be accessed. He said he does not see anywhere where the shed would need to be temporary. He 
said basically when the utilities sign off on the easements, they are saying they are never going to use this and are 
turning it back over to the citizens. He said this is something the city has on every subdivision and every property. 
He said he was hoping this process would come back to the landowner then and owns the ability to do what they 
want within that easement. Greg Gordon said that is how he read v. 1) and 2) also. Jason Thelin said he apologized 
to the Alpine Days Committee for going so long on this ordinance, but he wants to make sure the council is all on 
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the same page.  Shane Sorensen said staff had thought about having the Alpine Days discussion go first but 
committed to have this be the councils first agenda item. Mayor Troy Stout said in item v. 1) should the word 
require be replaced with allowed or shall not allow permanent attachment to the ground. Jason Thelin agreed with 
Mayor Troy Stout. Mayor Troy Stout clarified changing required in v. 1) to “the building shall not be permanently 
attached to the ground”.  Jessica Smuin asked why the city allowing structures over an active utility easement.  Greg 
Gordon said that is addressed through the requirement in v. to provide documentation that the easement has been 
released. He said per Ron Robinson’s (Alpine City resident) experience the utility companies would allow a 
structure to be built on their easement. Austin Roy said the utility companies make exceptions to allow people to 
build on active easements. Lon Lott said the state code says the utility is responsible for replacing any bushes and 
landscaping, but a replacement of a structure would be the homeowner responsibility.   
 
Motion: Greg Gordon moved to approve Ordinance 2021-06 as proposed with the addition to two D ix. that would 
read no minimum rear or side set back shall be required if the building will not be taller than 10 feet to the top of the 
roof line. v. 1) will read When utilities are present in easement, the building shall not be permanently attached to the 
ground and can be moved or relocated within 24 hours. Lon Lott seconded the motion. There were 3 Ayes and 2 Nays. 
The motion passed.  
 

Ayes   Nays 
Lon Lott   Jason Thelin 
Jessica Smuin  Carla Merrill   

      Greg Gordon   
             

B. Alpine Days 2021 Discussion 
 
Mayor Troy Stout said the city has an Alpine Days Chairperson Kami Burgess on board and are just finalizing the 
details.  Shane Sorensen said it will be important for the Chairperson to know what the budget is for the event.  For 
Alpine Days, expenses incurred between now and June 30 will be pre-paid expenses for FY2022.  He said included is 
a spreadsheet showing revenues and expenditures (budgeted and actual) over the last few years.  He said at the March 
14, 2017, City Council meeting, the City Council voted to budget for Alpine Days expenditures of $134,450 and 
around $70,000 in revenue.  He said the City Council minutes and budget as proposed at that meeting are included.  
Since that time, the City has budgeted the same amount for expenditures and approximately the same amount for 
revenues.   
 
Shane Sorensen the intent of this agenda item is to give direction to the City staff and the Alpine Days chairperson to 
allow plans to be made for the event.  He said the amounts that are determined for revenues and expenditures will then 
be included in the FY2022 budget.     
 
He said the past year, 2019, there was a question about why the advertising was not being done on that year’s family 
dinner. He said the city had to prepay for 800 meals and only 400 people show up. He said there were multiple 
things that came up like that in 2019. 
 
Shane Sorensen said he appreciates Kami Burgess for helping and are grateful for Cody Smith and Bob Chatfield 
from the Alpine Days Rodeo for being at the meeting. He said staff is asking the council to come up with a budget 
for Alpine Days. He said this year may look a little different. He said Kami Burgess will bring ideas back to the 
council at the next meeting. Mayor Troy Stout said Kami Burgess would like to have Alpine Days be an Alpine 
centered event. He said she would like to have local talent preform. Kami Burgess asked if the city would be coming 
up with a budget tonight or if she was supposed to come up with something before the budget is approved. Shane 
Sorensen said he would like the council to review previous years budgets and events and see with those budget 
parameters how Kami Burgess should move forward.  Mayor Troy Stout said the council need to remember that the 
city did not have the event last year. He suggested maybe having a bigger senior dinner. He said the senior residents 
have suffered a lot through the COVID-19 pandemic. Shane Sorensen said the city has a generous budget for Alpine 
Days this year. He said the city still has 67% still left. Kami Burgess said she has an itemized expenditure for the 
last two years from Alpine Days. She said she has volunteered for the last 20 years. She said she would like to get 
creative with Alpine Days this year. Shane Sorensen said he thinks being creative would be great.  
 
Shane Sorensen asked the council if there are more directions they would like to give to Kami Burgess. Greg 
Gordon asked if the stage and the concert are what the people really like, making sure we allocate the money where 
it is not too big and not Alpine.  He asked if there are smaller things we could do for Alpine Days. He said when 
going to events whether it is the 5K race or the carnival you end up spending a lot of money on entrance fee and t-
shirts. Kami Burgess said the city could offer discounted carnival tickets and rodeo tickets to residents of Alpine.  
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Jessica Smuin asked what perimeter we are wanting to stay at. She said it needs to be a hometown feel and then 
maybe instead of a stage have more events. Kami Burgess suggested moving Alpine Days from Sunday to Sunday 
and have the events Thursday to Saturday. Mayor Troy Stout likes having it all week long having a family dinner on 
Monday and during the week have the senior dinner and having it be a crescendo. Mayor Troy Stout said the 
residents seem to like the car show. He said he did not think having the stage that big was important. He said the 
biggest expenses are the things that we do not charge for. Lon Lott said those are the things that people are drawn to 
the most.  He said the residents love the parade seeing the kids with their bikes and church primary groups. He said 
it is difficult that we will have to charge for something to a least break even. He said the city is not looking to make 
a profit, but we do not want to go in the hole for it. Carla Merrill said preliminary budget and preliminary plan. Cody 
Smith said the Rodeo usually breaks and that is including city compensation. Jason Thelin said he thinks the secret 
to a successful Alpine Days is to get a lot of good volunteers. He suggested charging for the teen dance. He said the 
fun things seem to cost too much for families. Shane Sorensen said the year we bought the storage unit was the year 
the rodeo didn’t break even. He said the pie chart Greg Gordon put together was from 2017 information. He said 
what events would the council like to incorporate and a list of the costs. He said right now the city is only 5 months 
away and we need to get committed. The gentlemen over the rodeo asked if there any contingency plan if something 
like COVID-19 happens again. Mayor Troy Stout said the city is willing to take the risk. He said it may have to be 
scaled back a little. He said Highland City said by May 1st they are planning on getting back to normal. He said he 
would like to get rid of the teen dance.  
  
         

C. Resolution No. R2021-04: Election 2021 Interlocal Agreement between Utah County and Alpine 
City for the Administration of the 2021 Municipal Elections 

 
Mayor Troy Stout asked Shane Sorensen if the Resolution No. R2021-04 could wait until the next City Council 
meeting. Shane Sorensen answered yes. 
 
Motion: Jessica Smuin moved to table Resolution No. R2021-04 Election 2021 Interlocal Agreement between Utah 
County and Alpine City for the Administration of the 2021 Municipal Elections until the next city council meeting 
(March 23, 2021). Lon Lott seconded the motion. There were 5 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion 
passed unanimously.  

 
      Ayes   Nays 
      Carla Merrill  
      Greg Gordon 
      Lon Lott  
      Jason Thelin  

       Jessica Smuin 
 

D. Update on Lambert Park Secondary Access Road  
 
Shane said he has ordered the Bollards and they are back ordered. Mayor said we are getting bids. Shane we are 
moving forward on that. Mayor said he is hoping the Lone Peak Public Safety District will be writing citations. 
Carla Merrill asked if the Apple maps have been updated in order for people not to go through that area. Chief Reed 
Thompson said this is the least offense and cameras can be used on the bollards. Lon Lott asked where the Bollards 
are going to be removable for snow removal issues. Shane Sorensen said staff had resolved the issue in a staff 
meeting. He said that time of year it is less likely that Alpine would have a fire. Lon Lott was concerned with the 
cost of the cameras. Shane Sorensen said the camera will cost around $200 each.   
 
Motion: Jessica Smuin approved flexible bollards to be a safety barrier for Lambert Park which would include 
installation of a camera system to monitor motorize trespassing and vandalism. Jason Thelin seconded the motion. 
There were 5 Ayes and 0 Nays as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes   Nays 
     Carla Merrill  
     Greg Gordon 
     Lon Lott  
     Jason Thelin  

      Jessica Smuin 
  

VII. STAFF REPORTS 
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Greg Gordon said trail committee have had input on the trail signs. Timberline signs have gone in and they have had 
progress. Next week we want to have a meeting with Chief Brian Gwilliam and the principal of the school.  
 
Shane Sorensen asked if the council was interested in rank choice voting. The answer from council was no. 
 
Shane Sorensen asked the council if they wanted to incentivize the staff to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Mayor Troy 
Stout said he did not mind paying for the staff’s time, so they do not have to take time off. Shane Sorensen said now 
that the Families First Coronavirus Repose Act ran out in December 2020 would the council consider that if someone 
who was vaccinated still ended up getting the virus that the city pays the employee while they quarantine. He said 
Spanish Fork is doing that. Jessica Smuin said she did not think the council can make people get vaccinated. Mayor 
Troy Stout said he did not see a problem with paying them if they need to quarantine.   
 
Motion: Jessica Smuin moved to extend the meeting to 9:20pm. Lon Lott seconded the motion. There were 4 ayes 
and 1 nay as recorded below. The motion passed.  

 
Ayes   Nays 

     Jessica Smuin  Carla Merrill  
     Greg Gordon 
     Lon Lott  
     Jason Thelin  

     
Shane Sorensen explained any city that has a population over 50,000 will be receiving COVID relief funds for lost 
revenue. He said Alpine City will be getting $1.7 million based on population and lost revenue. He said he can send 
in what he thinks the city has lost in revenue, but he does not think it will be much. Carla Merrill asked if the money 
could be used towards the water infrastructure. Shane Sorensen said if the city does not have a formulated plan for 
using the money within 30 days of receiving it then it will go to the state to use.  Jessica Smuin asked what qualifies 
for it and does the city have to meet certain qualifications to use the funds. Carla Merrill asked if the city could use it 
towards the well.  
 
Shane Sorensen asked the council members if any of them would be interested in going to the UTLC (Utah League of 
Cities and Towns) conference April 23-23. He said if any members are interested please contact staff at City Hall to 
book the hotel rooms.  
 
Shane Sorensen said the LPSD (Lone Peak Safety District) will have their budget ready this month.   
 
Austin Roy explained at next week’s Planning Commission meeting there will be a public hearing. He said the 
following items will be discussed:  

• Final Plat – The Ridge at Alpine Subdivision Phase 5 
• Exception Request – Setbacks in Brookside Meadows Subdivision PRD 
• Non-Conforming Building Extension – Carson Home 1031 E. 300 N. 
• Amendment to Ordinance – Large Animals 
• Plat Amendment – Summit Pointe Subdivision 

 
Chief Reed Thompson reminded everyone that there is a public safety meeting Wednesday March 10, 2021. He 
reported that the fire department had lost some full-time employees. He said they have replaced part-time employees 
that have transitioned to full-time and then we have a new fire captain. He said the new fire captain was promoted 
internally. He said his name is John Pollock and was one of the paramedics    
 
Jessica Smuin and Greg Gordan suggested not getting rid of a dance all together but changing it. Jessica Smuin said 
the dance could be line dancing. Greg Gordon suggested a daddy/daughter dance.  
 
Motion: Lon Lott motion to hold executive session. Greg Gordon seconded the motion. There were 5 Ayes and 0 
Nays as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes   Nays 
     Carla Merrill  
     Greg Gordon 
     Lon Lott  
     Jason Thelin  

      Jessica Smuin 
 
VIII.  Executive Session: 
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Adjourned City Council at 9:13pm to hold executive session. 
 
Came back to City Council meeting at 9:54 pm 
 
Motion: Lon Lott moved to adjourn. Greg Gordon seconded the motion. There were 5 Ayes and 0 Nays as recorded 
below. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes   Nays 
     Carla Merrill  
     Greg Gordon 
     Lon Lott  
     Jason Thelin  

      Jessica Smuin 
 
Adjourned 9:55pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


