
MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 

MAYOR & COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF RUPERT 

JANUARY 25TH, 2022 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and the City Council of Rupert, Idaho on the twenty-fifth 
day of January, 2022, in the council chambers located inside City Hall at 624 F Street, Rupert, Idaho at 
the hour of 7:00 PM.  
 

Present: Mayor Michael D. Brown  
    Councilmembers Present: Faux, Heward, Swensen, Thompson  

City Administrator Kelly Anthon  
    City Clerk Bayley Maughan 
    City Attorney Lance Stevenson  
 

Visitors:  Suzette Sorensen, Paul Nelson (Employees) 
Mark Rosa, Rand Fagg (Visitors) 

 
Mayor Brown welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Councilman Thompson 
led everyone in the Pledge.  
 
Father Rand Fagg gave invocation. 
 
Mayor Brown called for any addenda to the agenda and there were none.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Items: A. & B. Approval of the Bills, Payroll & Minutes 
Councilman Swensen made a motion to approve the bills, payroll, and the minutes of the January 11th, 
2022 regular council meeting. Councilwoman Faux seconded and the motion carried.  
 
MAYOR’S COMMENT 
State of the City Address  
“Rupert started over a century ago as a small homestead community and has grown substantially larger 
over time into the great City we know today.” I shared this statement in my State of The City Address in 
2018, and this still holds true today. Rupert is a great city. We have seen growth, prosperity and above 
all, we have kept the community spirit that makes Rupert a great place to live. Our community has 
persevered through a pandemic no one could prepare us for. Our way of living adapted and so did our 
people. We witnessed citizens stepping up and helping their neighbors, businesses, healthcare workers, 
schools, first responders and anyone who needed assistance. That helpful spirit is what thrives in our 
city.  
 
In 2021, we witnessed first-hand what it means to help one another. I wanted to focus on the volunteers 
that have shown up and represented that spirit of giving on many different occasions throughout the 
year. We are appreciative of all our volunteers and the hours they freely give so we can enjoy a safe and 
preserved town to call home.  
 



OPERATION FACELIFT- CITY OF RUPERT 2021 - 2021 marked the 11th annual “Operation Facelift” for the 
City of Rupert. Every year the community projects increased. We had over 800 volunteers working on 
improvements within Rupert. Many church organizations from Rupert, Acequia, Heyburn and Raft River 
participated. Organizations such as Kiwanis, Rotary Club, 4-H, and Minidoka School District also 
volunteered. We were glad to have businesses participate such as D.L. Evans Bank, U.S. Bank, Idaho 
Central Credit Union and Wells Fargo. Volunteers united their efforts to improve Lincoln Park, Neptune 
Park, The Rupert Police Station, The DeMary Memorial Library, Rupert City Hall, The Wilson Theatre, The 
Rupert Shooting Complex, Fremont Plaza and our Historic Rupert Square. A major project for us this year 
was revitalizing the exterior of the Rupert Swimming Pool. Meals were provided to the volunteers 
courtesy of the City of Rupert, Rupert Veterans Memorial and Brothers in Christ. The meals were 
delivered to each location thanks to the Rupert Police Department and other City of Rupert employees. 
We were fortunate to have donations from local businesses to help fund Operation Facelift this year. 
Thank you to Watco/ EIRR, First Federal, DOT Foods, Idaho Central Credit Union, and countless other 
individual donors and sponsors. If you missed this opportunity in 2021, please come and help in 2022. 
Our needs are always growing and projects are accomplished with your support. I want to thank all of 
you for making our 11th year of Operation Facelift a success.  
 
RUPERT 4TH OF JULY: Rupert has become the place to celebrate our nation’s Independence Day. I love 
being in the Rupert Square during the week-long celebration. Patriotic performances can be heard 
playing in the Historic Rupert Square each evening. There is something for everyone to enjoy. These 
well-planned festivities are organized months in advance by volunteers from the 4th of July Committee. 
1. Rupert’s firework displays are superior and praiseworthy. These brave men and women volunteer 
their efforts not just for the July 4th Celebration, but for other community events as well. Fireworks are 
showcased in the City of Rupert after Santa Claus lights the Square in November, and also on New Year’s 
Eve. These men and women under the direction of the Rupert Fire Chief, Roger Davis, preform one of 
the most incredible fireworks displays in our state. Racks, cakes and displays are set up in the streets 
and roads are barricaded before the events. Fireworks are strategically placed to ensure the safety of all 
fireman and citizens. This is a long process and they make it look easy. I would like to personally thank 
our courageous group of Volunteer Fireman for their willingness not only during this special time, but 
their continued dedication all year. 2. The Rupert 4th of July Committee is an outstanding group of 
volunteers to whom we show our appreciation. This committee meets in January and begins the 
necessary 4 preparations for the coming July. Their board Chairman is Jason Gibbons. They have dozens 
of individual volunteers who support the festivities each year. Some of the events you can view during 
this celebration are a Firecracker bike race/ run, or listen to local and professional entertainers each 
night. The Rupert Parade is a time-honored tradition here in our City. The 4th of July Committee 
oversees the parade and gives us all a spectacular show each year. The work and dedication they 
provide is a prime example of service. 3. The Police Reserves play a vital role in assisting our police 
department in protecting and serving the city. Officers R.J Wardle, Jesus Torres, Steve Latta, Cody Moss, 
Jeff Smith and many others through the years have served our community faithfully. They lend a helping 
hand with patrol and ensure crowd safety during events. These Police Reserves serve and protect us all 
and provide a supplemental force for our community. Thank you for having a giving spirit and taking an 
active role in bettering our community.  
 
FIFTH GRADE PATRIOTIC PROGRAM: 2021 Each year the Historic Rupert Square is transformed into a 
learning opportunity for all Fifth-grade students in Minidoka County. A large group of volunteers take an 
entire day to educate these young students. Students participate in: flag folding, writing gratitude letters 
to service men and women, question and answer time with Veterans. They also experience an up-close 
display of Military and First Responder vehicles, flag education, and learning about the Constitution. This 



year they had the privilege of hearing from Senator Kelly Anthon, Speaker of the House Scott Bedke, and 
a poem from Superintendent James Ramsey. The National Anthem was performed by Ashlynn Graf, a 
Minico High School student. 1. This event wouldn’t be possible without the giving spirit of George Maas, 
Dave Fairchild, James Wardle, Don Garner, Dan Eppers, Travis Turner, Lori Wilson and many others. They 
gather donations that fund the materials and food supplied to the children every year. They work with 
other veterans’ groups and get local volunteers to teach at the different stations. Minidoka School 
District staff and St. Nicholas Catholic School staff are also to thank for the seamless success we have 
maintained. We are so glad to be part of this learning opportunity. It is a special day to remember the 
sacrifices our Armed Forces have made for our freedom. We cherish these sacrifices and honor those 
who have served.  
 
RUPERT HARVEST HAUNT: 2021 Many local volunteers ensured the community had a place to gather 
during Halloween and the weeks leading up to it. The “trunk or treat” and free family fun night had 
historic crowds and activities for all ages. I received many compliments of how these events enhanced 
the local community. People had the opportunity to participate in a zombie 5K run, ghost tours, a 
potions demonstration, a cake walk and harvest theme displays in our Historic Rupert Square. These 
events were made possible by the dedication and time given by the following individuals. 1. Zombie Run 
was organized by Abbie Searle 2. Ghost Tours was arranged by Kris Faux and Lori Wilson 3. 4 th grade 
color was planned by Suzy Sorenson and illustrated by Makyla Blacker. 4. Cookie decorating class hosted 
by Amanda Larson. 5. Esther Garner hand painted a Luna Moth Display for our Square and hosted 
pumpkin painting class. 6. Ivy Guerrero coordinated with local art teachers and students to paint the 
wonderful pumpkins throughout the Rupert Square. 7. Free Family Fun Night was planned by Monica 
Delgado. 8. Trunk or Treat was organized by Brittney Bailey. We had many businesses donate displays 
and props for families to enjoy in the Rupert Square. I would also like to thank the City of Rupert 
departments for maintaining a safe environment for all to enjoy.  
 
RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS CITY EVENTS 2021 We just finished an incredible Christmas Season here in the 
City of Rupert. I think it was one of the most beautiful and serene times I have experienced in my years 
as Mayor. We were blessed with mild weather almost the entire month of December. Many enjoyed 
being outside viewing the Christmas lights and displays around the Square. The Christmas Market and 
Ice-skating Rink were open on Fremont Plaza and added a special tough to an already overwhelming 
experience. The volunteer spirit of giving was at an all-time high during this time of year. These large 
celebrations take a lot of planning to ensure everyone has a safe and joyful holiday season. 1. Every year 
thousands of people come to Rupert to see Santa Claus light the Rupert Square. Keeping with tradition, 
Santa arrives in an antique 1941 Sea Graves fire truck. This year Santa was followed by the Little Miss 
Christmas City Court. The volunteer firemen and reserve police decide each year to forfeit time with 
their loved ones to provide support during this these holidays festivities. 2. Projection mapping and a 
digital Christmas light tunnel were a new addition to the City of Rupert. Thanks to Southern Idaho 
Tourism for turning this idea into a reality for all to enjoy. Many cold nights were spent planning and 
they were amazing to view in Christmas City, USA. 8 3. Volunteers offered special classes this year to our 
community. Esther Garner and Leslie Garner from Hello Flowers, hosted a Christmas centerpiece class. 
The Wilson Theatre had a cookie decorating class taught by Rupert resident Amanda Larson. 4. The 
Christmas Lighting Committee – This very dedicated group has been enhancing the Rupert Square for 
years. Lead by Chairman Steve Gibson, they serve chili and cinnamon rolls as a fundraiser each year. 
They also do a Christmas Lighting Breakfast during the July 4th celebration. Proceeds from these 
outstanding meals in turn furnish new Christmas lighting and displays. We are grateful for the 
individuals who give so much during the holidays to make it enjoyable for generations to come.  
 



THE HISTORIC WILSON THEATRE 1. The Historic Wilson Theatre has many volunteers that help with 
productions like 7 Brides for 7 Brothers, and most recently, Sister Act. The Wilson Theatre gives many 
opportunities to serve within the City of Rupert. Every year, they have a super hero adventure, a 
wizarding experience, a princess tea party and many other great family friendly events. They are always 
in need of helping hands. We appreciate the time Kris Faux, Paizley Wright, Larry Duff and all other 
volunteers give to our community. 
 
Mayor Brown also addressed sidewalk improvement efforts, upcoming improvements to Oneida Street 
and continued work on City infrastructure, the City’s Strategic plan.  
 
ORDINANCES – RESOLUTIONS  
Item: A. Ordinance 22-501 – Trash Can Ordinance Update  
There was discussion regarding the process of notifying and enforcing the code update and what types 
of penalties could or should be attached. City Administrator, Lance Stevenson, read Ordinance 22-501 
aloud by title. There was no action taken.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Item: A. Discussion & Possible Action Regarding the City Owned Liquor License Lease 
There was no need for discussion or action at the present meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Item: A. Possible Ratification of the Gun Range Board Elections Results 
Mayor Brown stated that the results of the Rupert Range Inc. Board elections were as follows: 
Chris Hall – Chairman 
Tony Poovey – Vice Chairman 
Jeff Heins – Education and Training Coordinator 
Chace Thomas – Treasurer 
Todd Wheeler – Secretary  
 
Councilman Swensen made a motion to ratify the Rupert Range Inc. Board election results as presented. 
Councilman Heward seconded and the roll call was as follows: 
Ayes: Councilman Heward, Councilwoman Faux, Councilman Swensen, Councilman Thompson 
Nays: None  
The motion carried.  
 
Item: B. Discussion & Possible Approval to Transfer the Beer & Wine Sales Permit for E Street Deli  
E Street Deli had recently been purchased by a new owner. The City was being asked to transfer their 
beer and wine sales permit to the new owner’s name. The State and County licenses had already been 
transferred.  
 
Councilman Swensen made a motion to transfer the beer and wines sales permit for E Street Deli in the 
name of Magic Valley Food Services, Inc. Councilwoman Faux seconded and the roll call was as follows: 
Ayes: Councilman Heward, Councilwoman Faux, Councilman Swensen, Councilman Thompson 
Nays: None  
The motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 



Mark Rosa – Expressed concerns about the NRL22 group being accommodated at the Rupert Shooting 
Complex. Rosas also expressed concerns with cooperation from the Rupert Range Inc. Board with 
himself and the public and various groups that use the range and the ability to have various educational 
trainings out at the range.  
 
With no further business before the Mayor and Council, Mayor Brown adjourned the meeting at 8:21 
PM.  
 


