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ALPINE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Alpine City Hall, 20 N. Main 

October 11, 2016 

 

I.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

A.  Roll Call:  The following Councilmembers were present and constituted a quorum: 

 

Mayor Sheldon Wimmer 

Council Members:  Ramon Beck, Roger Bennett, Lon Lott, Troy Stout 

Council Members not present:  Kimberly Bryant 

Staff: Rich Nelson, David Church, Shane Sorensen, Jason Bond, Chief Brian Gwilliam 

Others:  Don Rogers, Marla Rogers, Wayne Wasden, Chris Paulson, Sylvia Christiansen, Darrol Duty, Angie Duty, 

Jeff Peterson, Parker Peterson, Melanie Ewing, Blair Holmes, Reed Thayne, Craig Broadbent, Ron Beckstrom, Will 

Jones, Lisa G. Brown 

 

B.  Prayer:   Roger Bennett 

C.  Pledge of Allegiance:  Parker Peterson 

 

II.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Terry Brown said he lived at the top of Fort Canyon Road and was there to talk about the reconstruction of Fort 

Canyon Road. They had been threatened with reconstruction of Fort Canyon Road for about thirty years and now it 

was happening with the development of the Three Falls subdivision. The City had made an agreement that the 

developers of Three Falls would take over the fiduciary responsibility of fixing the road. He’d heard the cost would 

be between three million and five million dollars. He said the residents in Fort Canyon would be happy to go 

without the improvement of the road and without the development of the subdivision up the canyon. The impact of 

the traffic from the new development would triple the number of cars going up and down the canyon, not to mention 

the construction traffic. He said the residents along Fort Canyon were being asked to sacrifice for this construction 

but the six homes at the top of the canyon would be orphaned because their access would be entirely cut off on 

different occasions. He asked if the retaining walls in front of Garlicks was overschedule and over-cost. Shane 

Sorensen said they were pretty much on target. Mr. Brown said he guessed that when the bridge was taken out, it 

could be days or even weeks before it went back it. The Council needed to consider the liability of that. He said that 

Will Jones had been designated as the resident’s representative to the developers, which didn’t make sense because 

he was the developer. There were times when Mr. Jones went “dark” was not available or responsive which left 

them with no representation at all.  

 

Troy Stout asked Shane Sorensen about the City’s responsibility. Mr. Sorensen said there were some things that the 

residents wanted over which the City had no control such as internet service and underground utilities. They had to 

work with the utility companies on that. He said the homes were on wells and when the waterlines were run up the 

street, the City could provide water service if they were within range. Other utility services were controlled by the 

utility companies. Troy Stout asked about their complaint that Will Jones would go “dark” and they had no 

representation. Shane Sorensen said nothing else had happened yet except for the retaining wall. They were still 

working out the plans for the box culvert. They were trying to lessen the inconvenience as much as possible. When 

they had to repair a water line, the whole east side was without water for a time. There was no other way to do it.  

 

David Church made it clear that Will Jones was not speaking for the City. He was speaking for the developers. If 

they wanted to talk to the City, they would be talking to Shane Sorensen 

 

Terry Brown said he realized the City didn’t control the utility companies but he felt they had influence. He said 

Will Jones had suggested they could bundle it with the development when it went up the canyon.  

 

Lon Lott said he spoke with Century Link and said they were concerned about service up Fort Canyon, and asked 

what kind of influence the City would have in improving service up there. He said Century Link told him the City 

had no influence whatsoever.  
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Terry Brown said that was interesting to him. What the residents wanted was information. He realized they didn’t 

have a set timetable but they would at least like some communication and felt there was none.  The residents were 

getting so upset it was enough to start a war.  

 

Troy Stout said that when UDOT was working on the highway, they had an information center that citizens could go 

to and be aware of updates. He said he had relied on it for information about SR-92 for his commute. Something like 

that would be helpful for the residents on Fort Canyon Road. Shane Sorensen said it could be done but it would take 

someone’s time to update it. Lon Lott said he thought that would be a good idea. They would have to look at how to 

get the information and they would have to manage staff time. He said he knew they hired a secretary for the public 

works department and they may have to figure out if they needed another part-time person for this crucial time.  

 

Terry Brown said they just wanted to be heard and represented. They felt the Council should be representing them to 

the developers, not the developers representing them to themselves. He said they had mothers that worried about 

how to get their children to school. They didn’t have a bus that came up the canyon. He felt their concerns were 

valid and wondered if the City Council thought they were valid, too or if they thought the residents were just 

whining.  

 

Mayor Wimmer said Will Jones could give the City a Monday morning update on what was going to happen that 

week and Jason Bond could put it on the Alpine City website. If things changed, Will Jones would need to 

communicate that to the City and they could update the website. He asked Will Jones if he would do that and he 

indicated he would. 

 

Ramon Beck said the Council had to rely on Shane Sorensen for their information. As a Councilman, he didn’t know 

what he could do to make things better.  

 

Wayne Wasden said they were housesitting the Brockbank home in Fort Canyon. They were one of the six houses at 

the top of the canyon. He was speaking for himself only, not for the group. He’d read the letter that came from the 

City and read the minutes from the August 31st meeting at City Hall. His single requirement was access. According 

to the minutes, the replacement of the bridge between the Youngs and Dutys would require complete closure for at 

least three days. He expected it would be longer than that. The secondary emergency access was supposed to have 

happened. He said the minutes also stated that when construction began in the spring, the first step would be 

removal of all the asphalt, and the installation of utilities in the road.  

 

Troy Stout asked Shane Sorensen for his input on that and if they could close only half the road. Mr. Sorensen said 

the Fort Canyon road was the narrowest road in Alpine. All those utilities would have to be put in.   

 

Mr. Wasden said it had been communicated that there would be complete closure at certain times. His point to the 

City Council and to the developer was that closure of access was not acceptable. He wasn’t suggesting how it should 

be solved, but lack of access to the homes was unacceptable. The Council needed to be advised in advance that they 

would be liable. If emergency services could not get to his family in a timely way, the Council would be liable. He 

said he expected concessions from all parties involved that he could have access to his home at all time. Second, he 

expected communication about what was happening well in advance so they could plan. If those things were not put 

in place to insure the safety of the citizens, he would do everything in his power to bring a injunction and halt 

progress on the road until access at all times was assured.  

 

Marla Rogers said she lived on Fort Canyon Road. She was the one who had been sending information to the Fort 

Canyon residents which was conveyed to her by the developer. That worked for about four weeks and then Will 

Jones sent her to Chris Mickelson who said they would not be working with them anymore and they needed to talk 

to a representative of the City. She said she felt that Shane Sorensen was in Will Jones’ camp and he was not a 

neutral person.   

 

Mayor Sheldon Wimmer said that Shane Sorensen was one of the best engineers of any city around and he did not 

think Mr. Sorensen was going to compromise the safety of the citizens based on the Alpine City’s position. It was an 

unfair assumption to say he was in the developer’s pocket.  
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Shane Sorensen said the improvement of Fort Canyon Road was kind of a City project even though the developer 

was paying for it. He had asked to be on the Fort Canyon residents email list so he would know what information 

was being passed out but he’d never been put on it.  

 

Marla Rogers said they had been cut off from information from the developer but they hadn’t been told who to go to 

at the City, which she guessed would be Shane Sorensen. She said she’d tried to get Monday morning information 

from the developer and it went downhill really fast. Another issue was the underground power. She said she’d talked 

to Rocky Mountain Power and they sent her a letter back which she had forwarded to the Council. Rocky Mountain 

said they would need an entity to work with whether it was the developer or the property owner. She said the 

developer was already out there tearing up the road and why should each property owner go to the power company 

and say they would dig a trench to take the power to their house when the contractors were already digging up the 

road. She said she was willing to pay for her connection but she was not an entity. The developer and the City were 

entities. They should be the ones working with the power company to bury the lines. She said their power went out 

three or four times a year. If it was underground, that wouldn’t happen. It made sense that if they were tearing up the 

road, they would put the power lines underground at the same time.   

 

There were no more comments and the public comment period was closed.  

 

III.  CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

A.  Minutes of the September 13, 2016 City Council Meeting 

 B.  Minutes of the September 27, 2016 City Council Meeting 

 C.  Final Payment Request – Granite Construction for asphalt overlay projects - $137,775.49 

 D.  Bond Release – Three Falls water tank - $150,480.00 

 

MOTION:  Lon Lott moved to approve the Consent Calendar. Ramon Beck seconded. Ayes: 4 Nays. 0.  Lon Lott, 

Ramon Beck, Roger Bennett, Troy Stout voted aye. Motion passed.  

 

IV. REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS:   
 

 A.  Melanie Ewing, Alpine Days Director – Thank You.  The Mayor and Council presented Melanie 

Ewing with flowers and thanked her for the great job she did in overseeing Alpine Days 2016. Mrs. Ewing asked if 

the City had plans to continue the Halloween Trick or Treat that Judi Pickell started last year. Mrs. Pickell was gone 

but Melanie Ewing said she would be willing to handle it.  

 

V.  ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS  

 

 A.  Parks Maintenance Building on 300 North:  Mayor Wimmer said that at previous meetings the 

Council had discussed the issue of building a parks maintenance building on property the city owned on 300 North. 

He asked if they wanted to make a motion on it or have further formal discussion.  

 

Rich Nelson said they had to have the building designed so they would be looking at the actual costs, and go through 

a process of advertising for bids. It would go to the Planning Commission who would hold a public hearing. Lon 

Lott said he would be willing to begin the process to get a recommendation from the Planning Commission.  

 

Ramon Beck asked what the cost difference would be between building on land the City already owned and land 

they had to purchase. It had been estimated it would be a difference of a million dollars.  

 

The Council discussed the issue of cost and expressed concern about residents in the area who were unhappy with 

the proposed building, as well as its proximity to the school.  

 

Shane Sorensen said that, as with many things, there was a lot of misinformation floating around. The trucks would 

not be going back and forth from the building every hour of every day. He said they would loading the mowers in 

the trucks in the morning and taking them out to the parks. They would come back at noon then head out again after 

lunch, then come back at the end of the work day. They would not be storing road salt at the maintenance building 

on 300 North. They were building a shed at the main public works building to store the salt.  
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Troy Stout said the times mentioned were times when children were walking to school and from school. He said his 

inclination was to vote no based on the impact to the neighbors. He was also inclined to vote yes due to the financial 

impact on the City if they spent money to purchase other ground. Shane Sorensen said that the crew started mowing 

in May. They began at 7 am and ended at 3:30 pm.  

 

MOTION:  Roger Bennett moved to proceed with the study and go forward with the park maintenance building on 

300 North. Ramon Beck seconded.  Ayes: 2 Nays: 2. Roger Bennett and Ramon Beck voted aye. Troy Stout and 

Lon Lott voted nay saying they wanted more discussion on the issue. Motion failed.  

 

Lon Lott said he had been looking at other possible locations. Even if they had money to purchase other ground, it 

appeared that every other possible area would also be impacted. In looking at which area would be the least 

impacted, they were still surrounded by schools unless they went into the wilderness. If they continued looking for 

the best place they would never get anything done. Troy Stout asked Lon Lott if he felt 300 North was the best 

location for the building because once the Council made a decision, it was done. 

 

Resident Ron Beckstrom said his biggest problem was that the City had not involved any of the residents in the 

discussion. If they involved the community in the decision making, there would be less kick-back.  

 

Ramon Beck said he thought they should involve the neighbors in the discussion.  

 

Troy Stout said he hoped the residents recognized the bind the City was in. They were trying to keep their tradition 

of low property tax rates and not bonding and instead utilize their assets. At the same time, they need to provide a 

building that the City desperately needed. 

 

Ron Beckstrom said that several years ago the City started dumping sand and gravel on the lot and it blew into his 

yard so it would affect him a lot. He wasn’t convinced that 300 North was the best location. He suggested that 

before they spent any money, they get more input from residents because they were actually putting a commercial 

operation in the middle of a residential area. He said that if there were just lawn mowers there, that was one thing. 

He had understood there would be asphalt trucks and equipment there.  

 

Shane Sorensen explained the process of resurfacing the road and said there could be some asphalt bins there to 

temporarily contain the asphalt, but the 300 North location would not be the main hub of public works.  

 

Mr. Beckstrom said that the city-owned property did look bad. It was supposed to be landscaped at one point but 

never was. If the residents could have some assurance of what would happen, and there would be something that 

looked nice and was functional, that would be better, but he could only speak for himself.  

 

Jason Bond said the City would be conducting a thorough planning process with letters sent out to the neighbors, 

and public hearings. There would be a proposal for the neighbors to react to. If the residents had ideas about what 

they would like to see, they should send them to the City.  

 

MOTION:  Roger Bennett moved to proceed with the feasibility study on the park maintenance building on 300 

North, and involve the neighbors in the process. Ramon Beck seconded. Ayes: 4 Nays: 0.  Roger Bennett, Ramon 

Beck, Lon Lott, Troy Stout voted aye. Motion passed. 

 

 B.  Exploratory PI Well:  Shane Sorensen said the City had been struggling to provide PI water in the 

high zone and they were proposing a well that would help that zone. They were looking at several possible sites, 

three of which were owned by the City. On the coversheet in the packet, he had summarized the pertinent 

information which is included below.   

 

“Late last year the City hired Loughlin Water Associates, LLC, (LWA) to investigate some potential sites for 

drilling a new production well.  The intent was to find a location where water could be pumped directly into the high 

pressure zone of the City’s pressurized irrigation system.  Several things were considered when looking at potential 

sites including properties currently owned by the City, proximity to PI transmission lines in the high pressure zone, 

power availability and storm drain availability.  Proximity of storm drain facilities is important since pump testing 
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the new well will require a point of discharge for the water and a means of getting it away from the site.  Also, in the 

long term, a permanent point of discharge will be required to allow the well to be pumped to waste prior to the water 

being turned into the PI system.  We also indicated that we would like to be able to drill a well capable of producing 

3,000 gpm if we could.  This would equal the City’s largest producing well, which is the Healey Well.  

“LWA was given a map of City owned properties with properties highlighted that had the items available that were 

discussed above.  LWA completed their study and produced a letter report dated April 21, 2016, which addressed 

the feasibility of drilling a well at three different locations.  See attached.  Two of the locations were on City 

property, with the third being a site that is not owned by the City which was assessed after the two City-owned sites 

were initially investigated and found to not meet our expectations.  The site has some challenges, but could work.  

We had some preliminary discussions with the property owner of the third site to see if obtaining a piece of property 

to drill the new well was possible.  During a review of that site, we identified a fourth option that met our criteria 

and is currently owned by the City.  This site is located where the detention basin is on the south end of the Heritage 

Hills development.  We asked LWA to review this site and obtained an addendum to the original letter report, which 

is dated September 21, 2016.   See attached. 

“In consideration of drilling a new production well, we believe that a phased approach is warranted, including an 

assessment of potential well locations, groundwater exploration and groundwater development.  We feel that we 

have adequately completed the first phase.  Drilling a 3,000 gpm well in the high zone of our pressurized irrigation 

system was a desire but is not realistic.  A lower yielding well would be sufficient as an additional source to supply 

the needs of this area.  LWA prefers the third site for reasons outlined in the addendum.  The fourth site is located 

about 1,740 feet northeast of the third site. With all things considered, we feel that the fourth site should be 

considered for drilling an exploration well.  The exploration well will accurately determine what material we have 

beneath the surface, at what depth the material is and assess the possible yield of a production well.  Drilling this 

1,000 to1,500-foot-deep well will come at a cost of $250,000 to $350,000 for the well and an additional $30,000 to 

$40,000 for engineering and construction management.” 

 

Shane Sorensen said that LWA preferred the third well site because it was closer to the center of the valley but the 

city did not own the property. After reviewing all the findings, he recommended drilling at test well at the forth 

location which was by the detention basin on the south end of the Heritage Hills development, which the City 

owned. If the well worked out, they would have to file a change application for a well right, which could take a year 

to approve. If the well didn’t work out, they would grout it and abandon it. He said that drilling an exploratory well 

would help with the design of the production well.  

 

Roger Bennett asked if the City could still use the test well if it proved to be a good well but didn’t produce the 

amount of water they needed. Shane Sorensen said he would find out.  

 

MOTION:  Lon Lott moved to use the Alpine City well site location at the south end of Heritage Hills development 

as recommended by Shane Sorensen and begin drilling a test well. Troy Stout seconded. Ayes: 4 Nays: 0.  Lon Lott, 

Troy Stout, Roger Bennett, Ramon Beck voted aye. Motion passed.  

 

 C.  Camping at Lambert Park:  Rich Nelson said the issue of camping at Lambert Park had been raised 

and he wanted to bring it to the Council. The City had been operating under the following guidelines:   

 

 No overnight camping was allowed at any city park except Lambert Park. 

 Overnight camping in Lambert Park was only allowed at the Bowery. 

 No long-term (more than one night) was allowed at the Bowery. 

 No overnight camping was allowed at the Bowery for any group that would trigger a Mass Gathering 

request. 

 Camping at the Bowery was by reservation only.  

 

Mr. Nelson said there had been requests to camp there and he wanted to know if the Council supported the 

guidelines used in the past or wanted to see changes.  

 

Troy Stout said he thought the community valued the opportunity to camp in the area. The thing that concerned him 

was the campfires. 
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Rich Nelson said they told people who used it that they didn’t allow fires during the burn season but compliance was 

a problem. It was suggested they ban fires altogether, but they probably wouldn’t comply with that either. It was 

suggested they improve the fire pit.  

 

Will Jones reported that the trail committee already had a design in process to improve the fire pit and the Bowery. 

If they had a fire pit, they needed a way to enforce the requirement that people bring their own firewood. In addition, 

they had some thoughts of providing a parking area and a little bit of an amphitheater. The plan was being drawn up 

and would meet forest service specs on fire pits. He said the event that prompted the design was when he’d gone up 

there in July on his bike and saw the pit smoking.  

 

Jason Bond said they may want to look at requiring a mass gathering permit for that area depending on the event. 

Even if the event doesn’t have the number of people that required a permit, they may want to require one so they 

would provide sanitation services. The Klondike Derby was used as an example.  

 

The Council indicated they wanted to keep the guidelines the same and supported improving the fire pit and 

Bowery. 

 

 D.  Replacing Sidewalks Damaged by Trees in the Park Strip: Shane Sorensen said the City was 

responsible to maintain the city sidewalks. One of the problems they faced was that the roots of trees planted in the 

park strip were causing the sidewalks to buckle. At the moment, they were putting together some tree planting 

guidelines as an education project. It listed the trees that could be planted in the park strip and how and where they 

should be planted. Following an accident several years ago the City was spending about $10,000 year on trip hazard 

mitigation. He said that if the tree problem wasn’t dealt with, they would be seeing the same problem on the same 

sidewalks repeatedly. Staff was requesting permission to deal with tree problems at the same time they fixed a trip 

hazard on a sidewalk so they didn’t have to go back and do it again a few years later.  

 

Ramon Beck asked if they received permission from the homeowner to take a tree out. Shane Sorensen said they 

did.  

 

Lon Lott asked how they would enforce the tree planting requirements. Shane Sorensen said they would include the 

information with a building permit so people knew about it before they landscaped. Hopefully that would take care 

of future problems. The issue was the existing problems that kept reoccurring.  

 

David Church said this was a problem all the cities had because the courts said the cities were responsible to keep 

the sidewalks safe. If they knew of a trip hazard and didn’t remedy it, they were liable. Some cities were really 

aggressive about dealing with trip hazards. Some cities had a list of approved species that could be planted in park 

strips and they enforced it.  

 

Shane Sorensen said he’d been through areas in the city where they had fixed the sidewalk and the problems were 

back.  

 

Lon Lott said he’d look into the possibility of cutting the roots back that were causing the problem in situations 

where people didn’t want the tree removed. 

 

 E.  Changes to Paulson Easement at Moyle Park:  Rich Nelson said Chris Paulson had received 

previously an easement from the City next to Moyle Park. He was in the process of landscaping his property and 

would like to have another 107 square feet of easement. Mr. Paulson showed on the map would he would like to 

accomplish on his property.  

 

Roger Bennett asked Mr. Paulson if he was willing to swap an equal amount of ground with the City? The Council 

discussed what area might be useful for the City.  

 

Lon Lott pointed out an area where it might be good to have another access cleared out so people could park there. 

Jason Bond said that would work because the area was shown in the masterplan with future pavilions, etc. but they 

currently had no access.  
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MOTION:  Troy Stout moved that they grant an easement to Chris Paulson per his request which would be matched 

by Mr. Paulson to grant an easement back to the City of an equal square footage. It would be located by the City’s 

existing easement on the west side of Mr. Paulson’s property. Ramon Beck seconded. Ayes: 4 Nays: 0. Lon Lott, 

Roger Bennett, Ramon Beck, Troy Stout voted aye. Motion passed.   

 

 F.  Appointment to the Planning Commission:  Mayor Sheldon Wimmer said he had interviewed two 

possible candidates and proposed appointing Carla Merrill to the vacancy left by Judi Pickell on the Planning 

Commission.  

 

MOTION:  Troy Stout moved to approve the appointment of Carla Merrill to the vacancy on the Planning 

Commission. Lon Lott seconded. Ayes: 4 Nays: 0.  Lon Lott, Roger Bennett, Ramon Beck, Troy Stout voted aye. 

Motion passed.   

 

VI.  STAFF REPORTS 

 

Jason Bond said the Planning Commission had voted to cancel their second meeting in November. He said the City 

Council had a meeting scheduled in November for the week of Thanksgiving. He asked them if they wanted to 

cancel the second meeting in November. They indicated they did.  

 

MOTION:  Troy Stout moved to cancel the City Council meeting scheduled for November 22, 2016. Ramon Beck 

seconded. Ayes: 4 Nays: 0. Lon Lott, Roger Bennett, Ramon Beck, Troy Stout voted aye. Motion passed.   

 

Shane Sorensen reported on the following: 

 

 On Wednesday they would have two restrooms installed. One was at the bottom of Three Falls by the 

parking lot, and one in Lambert Park. They still needed to run the water to them.  He said a lot of progress 

was being made on the Three Falls development.  

 The City signs were about done. The front door for City Hall was ordered and should be installed in 

November.  

 They were down one person in Public Works and they were looking for a new person. It was a fulltime, 

benefited position.  

 He said he attended the Public Works Conference in Salt Lake and there was a presentation on installation 

of pressurized irrigation meters. It showed that they had a 40% reduction. For several months, they sent 

people mock bills showing what their cost would be prior to actual billing. for the water usage before they 

started billing.  

 He discussed the construction in Fort Canyon and communication with residents 

 

Rich Nelson said he had a phone conversation with Terry Pearce about the problems with his PURPLE business and 

the neighboring residents. Mr. Pearce was supposed to get back with him. Shane Sorensen said he’d been back there 

and it was a mess. They were parking on the corners and parking on both sides of the lane to City Shops.  

 

VII.  COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

Lon Lott asked if they were going to implement anything new on the PI construction. He had one that he put in that 

didn’t fit in the box.  

 

Troy Stout asked Will Jones something about trails. Mr. Jones was not at the microphone and the conversation was 

mostly unintelligible.  

 

Mayor Sheldon Wimmer said they’d received seven or eight applications for the position of city administrator. The 

closing date was October 17th. They would be having a retirement party for Rich Nelson in November.  

 

Shane Sorensen said he had one more item. They were planning to improve 600 North from Grove Drive to Main 

Street. The would need an easement from Fort Creek to Main Street.in order to do it and he was trying to work with 
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the property owners. He said they needed to expand the cemetery and felt like they needed to build the road before 

they did the expansion. They needed a 20-foot wide easement. The Council discussed the issue.  

 

VIII.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None held 

 

MOTION:  Roger Bennett moved to adjourn. Lon Lott seconded. Ayes: 4 Nays: 0.  Ramon Beck, Lon Lott, Troy 

Stout, Roger Bennett voted aye. Motion passed.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.  

 

 

 

 


